
 

 



 

Facebook 
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Petitions 

● This month, Facebook debuted a new petitions feature called “Community Actions”1 
● With the new feature, users can create petitions with their own title, description, and 

image, and “tag relevant government agencies and officials who’ll be notified.” 
● This feature also allows users who support the same cause to discuss it with each other 

on the “Community Actions” Page, where they can also create additional events and 
fundraisers 

Privacy Features 
● In honor of Data Privacy Day on January 28, Facebook launched a few new privacy tools 

for its platform2 

● One of the new features is a Privacy Checkup tool, through which Facebook will remind 
users to check in on their privacy settings through the News Feed 

● Facebook additionally launched a Privacy and Data Use Business Hub: a centralized 
place for businesses to find information on how they can protect user information on the 
platform 

● In an effort to increase its transparency, Facebook is also said to be launching a “clear 
history” feature:a tool that will “outline what information Facebook is taking from your 
online activity.” 

 
 



 

Stories for Events 

● Facebook is looking at  adding Stories to its Events Pages3 
● The social platform told The Verge this month that it plans to test a way for users “to 

share the events [they’re] interested in and coordinate to meet up with friends IRL,” using 
Stories 

● The new feature will be designed to share event details with friends through Story 
stickers that feature event details 

● The Stories will also allow users who are interested in the event to mark themselves as 
“interested” or “going” from within the story 

● Additionally, there will be “a link to the event page built in and a way to start a group chat 
on Messenger with friends who responded.” 

 
Going Away: Moments App 

● Facebook’s standalone photo-sharing app called “Moments” will shut down on February 
25, 2019 due to a lack of users4 

● The app was first launched in 2015 and allows users to share photos with Facebook 
friends without having to upload the photo to the actual public site 

 

Facebook Podcast 

This month, Facebook launched its very own podcast, :Three and a Half Degrees.”5 The 
podcast is hosted by Facebook’s VP of Business and Marketing Partnerships, David Fischer, 
and will explore the “benefits, opportunities, and challenges of this new proximity, bringing 
together unexpected pairings of business leaders, mavericks, and entrepreneurs who share 
surprising parallels in values, visions, experiences, and ideas.” You can listen to the podcast 
here. 

https://geo.itunes.apple.com/podcast/us/id1435937593?mt=2&at=1010lbVy&ct=fb_threeandahalfdegrees_lp&fbclid=IwAR1bJaffJte2N5v-nsxZBS4TI1qE19RfxphzvpzmCUNhm5wg2AsIW5oMCT0


 

Pages 
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● This month, Facebook introduced a new feature to Pages as part of their effort to 
increase transparency into their process for removing content that violates its rules6 

● Page admins will now see a “Page Quality” tab that will show them when Facebook has 
removed content that violates their Community Standards or when Facebook has 
reduced a post’s distribution across its platform after being “rated false by a third-party 
fact-checker.” 

○ The tab, however, won’t show when content has been removed for things like 
spam, clickbait, or IP violations 

● Facebook has also updated its policies to prevent people from getting around their Page 
and Group bans by duplicating Pages in order to continue distributing the same content 



 

● Now, when Facebook removes a Page or Group, they may also remove other Pages or 
Groups “even if that specific Page or Group has not met the threshold to be unpublished 
on its own.” 

● Facebook says they will be looking at “a broad set of information, including whether the 
Page has the same people administering it, or has a similar name, to the one we’re 
removing.” 

Messenger 

● Rumors started this month that Facebook is planning on integrating Messenger, 
WhatsApp, and Instagram to allow users to message one another across platforms 
without needing to have accounts on each platform7 

● CEO Mark Zuckerberg later confirmed the rumors but said the merge most likely won’t 
happen until 2020 

Groups 

● This month, Facebook changed the way invited-friends join Groups8 

● In the past, people could invite friends to join a Group and those friends would be 
automatically added to the group without needing to accept an invitation, resulting in 
many uninterested members who do not visitor participate in the Group 

● Now, Facebook will move members who have never visited a Group (that they’re a 
member of) to a new “Invited” section 

● Silent members who view posts but don’t comment will still remain members 
● As a result, Group admins will see a drop in their membership numbers 

 
 
 



 

LinkedIn 
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New Features 

● This month, LinkedIn added new features to help users better connect with companies 
they’re interested in working for9 

● Now when you set job alerts for a particular company that you’re interested in working 
for, LinkedIn will also let recruiters at that company know you’re interested in working for 
them “to help increase your chances of hearing from them.” 

○ You can opt out of this new feature through your privacy settings 
● LinkedIn has also created a new dashboard within Company Pages under a “People” tab 

that showcases employees and how to connect with them 
○ On the page, users can see where employees “are based, what they studied, 

their job functions, what skills they have, and how [they’re] connected.” 
● You can now additionally discover hashtags that are most relevant for a specific 

company under the “communities” section of a Company Page 
● LinkedIn also added new Company Insights to Company Pages that include “relevant 

funding and investor information” to help users “stay up to date on the industry or confirm 
interest in working for a particular company.” 

https://blog.linkedin.com/2019/january/17/New-Ways-to-Keep-a-Pulse-on-the-Companies-You-Care-About


 

Advertising 

● LinkedIn is reportedly working on a new “lookalike” feature for its advertising platform10 

● The feature would help advertisers target users who are similar to their existing 
customers 

● According to Digital Information World, LinkedIn will also be introducing new advertising 
tools that allow advertisers to target members with ads related to their professional 
requirements11 

LinkedIn Skills & Jobs of 2019 
This month, LinkedIn released their lists for the most promising jobs and most in-demand 
skills of 2019. Among the most in-demand soft skills are creativity, persuasion, and 
collaboration. As for hard skills, those that came in on top included cloud computing, artificial 
intelligence, and analytical reasoning.12 Meanwhile, some of the most promising jobs in the 
U.S. include data scientist, site reliability engineer, enterprise account executive, and product 
designer.13 
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A New Look 

● After testing it over the past few months, Twitter officially announced their new look this 
month14 

● The redesign includes an “emoji button, quick keyboard shortcuts, upgraded trends, 
advanced search, and more.” 

● ther improvements announced by the platform include the ability to easily switch 
between accounts, faster load times, and the ability to crop photos before sending 
tweets. 

● Twitter will also adjust the night-mode’ version of its site in the near future15 

● The adjustment will change the blue-tinged dark color scheme to a true black color 
scheme  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Tracing Original Tweeters 

Twitter has started testing a new feature that 
makes it easier for users to see who was the 
original tweeter in a thread of replies16 

The new feature will not only help users read 
threads but will also help to prevent users from 
pretending to be other tweeters 

This new feature will show a small “Original 
Tweeter” icon below the username of the user 
who started the tweet thread 
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Beta Program 

- Twitter is launching a new “Beta Program” that allows users to test out new features 
before they’re officially launched17 

- Participants will get to test features like “speech bubbles, indenting, and more,” with 
more features to be added  

- According to 9 to 5 Mac, the goal of the new program is to “give users a chance to offer 
their feedback on changes to the Twitter platform. This way, Twitter can make 
adjustments and fine tune changes prior to a full public rollout.” 

- Enrolment for the new program will open soon, with only a few thousand participants to 
be accepted as members 
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Regramming Posts 

● This month, Instagram added the ability for users to “regram,” (i.e. re-post) their photos 
to multiple accounts18 

● You can now publish posts to different accounts simultaneously within the same 
composer screen 



 

Stories 
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Combining Netflix and Stories 

● After the latest update to Instagram’s Stories features, users can now share what they’re 
watching on Netflix with followers through Instagram Stories19 

● You access the feature through the “share” icon featured on movie or TV pages on 
Netflix  

Sharing Stories 

● Another new feature introduced this month is one that lets you share your story in its 
entirety through a shareable link20 

● You can find a link to your Instagram Stories in your Story’s options menu 
 
 
 
 



 

Most-Liked Photo 

● A new record was set this month for the most-liked photo on Instagram21 

● The new photo with the most likes is a photo of an egg from the account 
@world_record_egg and was published on January 4, 2019 

● The photo has garnered over 52 million likes over the past month 
● The previous record holder was Kylie Jenner, whose photo announcing her daughter’s 

name in February 2018 raked in 18.1 million likes  

 

Photo: @world_record_egg on Instagram 

 
 
 
 



 

Google Plus 
● Google’s social platform, Google Plus, will officially shut down on April 2, 201922 

● The platform is shutting down due to low usage, and all accounts and pages on the site 
will be deleted 

● Google also said that it will remove the ability to post new content to the platform as 
early as February 4, 2019 

● While most content on the site will be deleted, photos and videos that have been 
uploaded to the site will be backed up to Google Photos 
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